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ALFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1946 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  31st,  1946,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the 
Alford  U.D. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  general  health 
in  Alford  has  been  good  throughout  the  year  and  that  infectious 
diseases  have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

During  the  summer  Dr.  G.  A.  Bosson,  who  had  been 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Council  for  a great  number  of  years, 
retired  from  that  office.  His  detailed  knowledge  of  the  Town 
and  many  years  of  experience  with  the  Council  will  be  much 
missed. 

The  severe  rationing  which  had  been  imposed  on  the 
country  during  the  war  in  order  that  the  whole  population 
could  be  economically  fed  could  not  be  relaxed  in  any  way,  and 
the  disastrous  harvest  of  1946  made  things  worse.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  our  Country  bread  rationing  had  to 
be  imposed.  Though  the  health  of  the  people  has  not  suffered 
apparently  by  these  severe  restrictions  in  their  diet,  we  are 
without  doubt  very  near  the  border  line,  particularly  in  the  fat 
ration.  It  will  certainly  be  a great  moral  and  physical  stimulus 
to  all  when  the  amount  and  variety  of  our  diet  can  be  consider- 
ably increased. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  1,138  Acres. 

The  population  of  the  town  is  2,107. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  £10,034  and  the  value  of  a penny 
rate  is  £39  16s  lid. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  769. 

The  Births  numbered  37;  16  male  and  21  female.  This 
represents  a birthrate  of  18  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
The  figure  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  19.1.  The 
figure  of  37  includes  7 illegitimate  births — a deplorably  high 
percentage. 

The  Deaths  numbered  33;  15  male  and  18  female.  This 
represents  a death  rate  per  thousand  of  16.1,  compared  to  11.5 
for  the  whole  country.  The  figure  of  16.1  per  thousand  is  a 


high,  one,  but  in  a small  place  such  as  Alford  the  numbers  are 
not  sufficient  to  make  a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the 
Country.  In  1945  the  death  rate  in  Alford  was  only  10.6. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year.  The 
rate  for  the  whole  Country  was  43  per  thousand  live  births. 

Of  the  33  deaths  in  Alford  7 were  due  to  Cancer;  14  to 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  (most  of  these  in 
people  of  advanced  age) ; 2 deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis  and 
one  to  Influenza. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  violent  causes. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Laboratory  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Laboratory  Service  at  Lincoln.  Water  analyses  by  W.  W. 
Taylor,  of  Nottingham. 

Midwifery  and  Nursing  Services.  The  Lindsey  County 
Council  is  the  local  supervising  authority  under  the  Midwives’ 
Act  for  the  whole  of  Lindsey. 

Hospital  and  Nursing  services  are  unchanged. 

Infectious  diseases  if  requiring  Hospital  treatment  are 
sent  to  Osgodby  or  Scartho  Isolation  Hospitals. 

There  is  a great  scarcity  of  beds  in  the  Infirmaries  for  the 
aged  and  bedridden  sick. 

Scabies.  This  very  contagious  skin  disease  is  much  less 
common  than  during  the  War.  With  improvement  in  housing 
conditions  and  education  in  the  value  of  cleanliness  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  disease  (caused  by  dirty  and  insanitary  con- 
ditions) will  in  time  be  completely  eradicated. 

Venereal  Diseases.  These  diseases  are  rarely  seen  now  in 
Alford.  A clinic  for  their  treatment,  free  of  charge,  is  in 
operation  at  Skegness. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  This  is  carried  out,  free  of 
cost,  either  by  the  children’s  own  doctor  or  by  the  County 
Council.  1 he  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  past 
two  years  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  it  should  be.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  medical  men,  nurses  and  school  teachers  will  do  their 
utmost  to  impress  on  parents  the  importance  of  this  protection 
and  that  it  should  be  given  when  the  child  is  a year  old. 

Tuberculosis.  One  case  of  the  Pulmonary  type  was 
notified. 

Prevalence  of  Disease.  The  general  health  of  the  town 
was  very  good.  There  was  a little  Influenza  but  no  severe 
outbreak  and  only  one  case  of  a notifiable  infectious  disease— a 
case  of  Erysipelas  in  an  old  person  of  90.  This  disease  which 
in  olden  days  was  such  a scourge  and  cause  of  so  many  deaths 
is  now  seldom  seen  and  rarely  a cause  of  anxiety. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  Pyrexia.  - 

Water.  The  water  supply  of  the  town  continues  to  he 
excellent  in  quality  and  quantity.  Regular  analyses  were  taken 
t hroughout  the  year. 

During  the  year  26  houses  were  put  on  to  the  main  water 
supply.  Commercial  Road,  Christopher  Road,  and  parts  of 
Chauntry  Road  require  extensions  of  the  mains  to  them,  and 
plans  have  been  passed  by  the  Council  for  the  necessary  work  to 
be  done.  15  houses  in  Mount  Pleasant  also  require  a proper 
water  supply. 

Sewerage.  The  sewage  works  have  proved  efficient 
throughout  the  year,  but  at  times  there  has  been  some  smell 
from  the  works  when  the  wind  has  been  from  that  direction. 

During  the  year  22  premises  were  put  on  to  the  sewerage 
system. 

No  extensions  were  made  to  sewers,  but  they  are  needed 
for  the  Farlesthorpe  Road.  There  are  still  191  premises  with 
pan  closets  or  vaults. 

Housing.  Under  the  1946  Act  a firm  of  architects, 
Messrs.  Saunders  and  Partners,  were  instructed  to  prepare 
plans  for  the  erection  of  12  Council  houses  in  South  Street. 
Building  was  started  in  July,  but  no  houses  were  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Subsequently  the  Council  approved  of  a further  scheme 
for  the  building  of  22  more  houses  on  the  same  site. 

Cowsheds.  At  the  beginning  of  1946  there  were 

registered  in  the  District  6 cowsheds.  These  were  all  inspected 
during  the  year.  One  cowshed  ceased  to  function  during  the 
year.  No  additional  milk  producers  were  registered. 

Squatters.  In  August,  11  families  of  squatters  invaded  the 
War  Office  Camp  near  the  Station.  A representative  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  inspected  the  Camp  and  approved  of  certain 
huts  being  used  for  temporary  dwellings  and  the  Council  have 
since  administered  the  Camp  for  the  Ministry.  Electric  Light, 
Water,  Sewerage,  and  other  amenities  have  been  supplied  and 
on  the  whole  the  arrangements  have  worked  quite  satisfactorily. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  S.  E.  WRIGHT, 

l "Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


